
 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT OF THE AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE 

“STATE OF THE OLYMPICS PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS 2022” 

2022 AOC AGM 

Saturday 30 April 2022 

 

Introduction 

 

Friends, I make this year’s ‘State of the Olympics Presidential Address’ in the 102nd year of the 

AOC. 

 

And, on my last day and 32nd year as President. 

 

Today, I’ll speak to: 

 

• the response of the IOC and AOC to the invasion of Ukraine by Russia; 

• the year that was for the AOC, including the welcome return to financial surplus defying all 

pre-pandemic forecasts; 

• Tokyo, Brisbane, and Beijing; 

• the loss of dear friends and Olympic heroes; 

• and concluding with sincere thanks to the AOC and a final observation. 

 

 

To the Russian invasion of Ukraine 

 

Friends, Europe is experiencing the worst armed conflict and most dire humanitarian crisis since 

World War 2. 

 

Loss of life and suffering which we hoped was resigned to the darkest days of European history. 

 

Ukrainians are forced to defend their families and homes. 

 

Ukrainian athletes are amongst them – many having returned home for this purpose. 

 

How sad it is that young men and woman must swap their racquets and running spikes for rifles and 

flak jackets. 

 

How sad it is that any person in the year 2022 must replace the peaceful tools of their trade with 

weapons necessary for their defence. 

 

We commend their bravery with heavy hearts in the knowledge that they must face this tragic 

anachronism. 
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Because war is the antithesis of the Olympic ideal.  

 

We are for the peaceful expression of our best selves. 

 

We are for the ascension of the human spirit. 

 

Whereas nothing is as reductive as war. 

 

Cruel and careless bringing loss and chaos – the current plight of so many Ukrainians. 

 

Which is why we condemn the acts of the Russian Federation. 

 

They have lost their right to membership of the international Olympic community. 

 

There are no stadiums for their colours, no poles for their flags, no music for their songs, and no 

dais for their athletes. 

 

That is the position of the IOC and the AOC. 

 

A position which remains until such time as there is cause to change. 

 

For the sake of the Ukrainian people and all of humanity, let us hope this cause arrives quickly. 

 

To hasten its arrival, we must do what we can. 

 

To this end I advise the AGM of the following: 

 

On February 24, the IOC condemned the breach of the Olympic Truce by the Russian government.  

 

On February 25, the IOC urged all International Sports Federations to relocate or cancel sports 

events currently planned in Russia or Belarus.  

 

On February 28, the IOC issued the following resolution: 

 

1. In order to protect the integrity of global sports competitions and for the safety of all 

participants, the IOC recommends that International Sports Federations and sports event 

organisers not invite or allow the participation of Russian and Belarusian athletes and 

officials in international competitions. 

 

2. The IOC strongly urged these bodies to do everything in their power to ensure that no 

athlete or sports official from Russia or Belarus be allowed to take part under the name 

of Russia or Belarus.  

 

3. That, Russian or Belarusian nationals, be it as individuals or teams, would be accepted 

only as neutral athletes or teams.  

 

The IOC also withdrew the Olympic Order from those with an important function in the 

government of the Russian Federation including: 

 

• Vladimir Putin, President of the Federation; 

• Dmitry Chernyshenko, Deputy Prime Minister; and 

• Dmitry Kozak, Deputy Chief of Staff 
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It also welcomed the International Paralympic Committee’s decision to prevent Russia’s and 

Belarus’ athletes from competing in the 2022 Winter Paralympics in Beijing.  

 

At the same time, the IOC immediately began to help the Olympic Community in Ukraine by 

setting up a fund, which currently amounts to more than USD 2 million, and with which the IOC 

continues to support the Ukrainian athletes and the Olympic community.  

 

The IOC urgently requested Mr Sergey Bubka, President of the National Olympic Committee of 

Ukraine and IOC Member, to relocate to Lausanne to coordinate all elements of humanitarian 

assistance to the Ukrainian Olympic community.  

 

The Fund has already identified recipients and is making allocations. 

 

On March 1, the AOC welcomed and supported these IOC resolutions. 

 

On the same day, the AOC wrote to members conveying that member sports should not invite 

teams or athletes and officials from Russia and Belarus to events. 

 

And further, to withdraw Australian athletes and officials from any sports events with Russian and 

Belarusian athletes and officials. 

 

Following this, on March 9, Ministers of Sport from 37 nations, including our own Minister Senator 

Richard Colbeck, expressed that: 

 

1. Russia and Belarus should not be permitted to host, bid for, or be awarded any international 

sporting events. 

 

2. Individual athletes selected by Russia and Belarus, administrators and teams representing 

the Russian or Belarusian state should be banned from competing in other countries, 

including those representing bodies, cities or brands that are effectively representing Russia 

or Belarus, such as major football clubs. 

 

3. Wherever possible, appropriate actions should be taken to limit sponsorship and other 

financial support from entities with links to the Russian or Belarusian states.  

 

This joint meeting also called on all international sports federations to endorse these principles, and 

applauded all those who had done so already, as the IOC and AOC has.  

 

Foreign Minister Marise Payne has also included International Sports Shooting President, Vladimir 

Lisin among the 702 individuals and 47 entities sanctioned by Australia over the Russian war in the 

Ukraine.  

 

He will not be admitted for any sports competitions or meetings in Australia. 

 

Those sanctioned include President Putin and immediate members of his family, Foreign Minister 

Lavrov, business and military leaders, and state-owned enterprises.  

 

It is a strong response.  

 

To strengthen it further, today I announce that the AOC Executive has by circular resolution 

determined that: 
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• the AOC will support humanitarian visa applications by Ukrainian athletes and will seek the 

assistance of the member sports in settlement requirements; and 

 

• we will contribute USD100,000 to the IOC Solidarity Fund. 

 

With contributions from other NOCs and International Federations, this growing Solidarity Fund 

today reaches USD2,343,000. 

 

This is in addition to direct assistance provided by some NOCS such as Germany’s whilst the UCI 

has set up its own fund of some 500,000 EURO to help all Ukrainian cyclists and their families. 

 

Thus friends, we are part of an international sporting movement using its powerful voice. 

 

Today, the AOC raises ours even louder. We will continue to use it until this crisis is over. 

 

 

Turning to Tokyo 

 

Australia’s 17 gold medals equal the previous high mark achieved in Athens 2004. 

 

The total of 46 medals is the third highest of all time.  

 

99 members of the Australian Team won medals in 15 sports and 20 disciplines. 

 

As such it was a stellar Games for our athletes. 

 

Emma McKeon created Olympic history in Tokyo. Her seven medals in the pool equalled the world 

mark for a single Olympic Games. With her career total now at eleven medals, Emma is the most 

successful Australian in Olympic history. 

 

We also commend our Flag Bearers, Cate Campbell, and Patrick Mills.  

 

Patty is the first Indigenous athlete to carry the flag and one of a record 16 Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islanders to represent at a Games. 

 

Cate is the first female swimmer to carry the flag. 

 

Shooter Elena Galiabovitch, who represented Australia with distinction, was also chosen as a flag 

bearer from Olympians who served on the medical frontline against COVID.  

 

We thank you Elena and all those who kept us safe in the pandemic.  

 

The AOC coordinated a vaccination program and transported 900 athletes and support staff to 

Tokyo and home again without a single COVID infection being recorded. 

 

It was an incredible job by Ian, Matt, and the AOC team. 

 

We also pay tribute to our Japanese hosts.  

 

Japan hosted an Olympic Games they could not attend in person – the harder things were, the more 

committed they became. 
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Organised, resilient, innovative, welcoming, and selfless. 

 

Thank you Tokyo.  

 

On the subject of ‘commitment’ none were more committed than our broadcaster, Channel Seven. 

 

Channel 7 made history during the Tokyo Games. 

 

Broadcast figures were up 71% on Rio 2016, while 4.74 billion minutes (that’s billion with a ‘B’) 

were streamed on 7plus through its 40 digital channels.  

 

We thank Mr Kerry Stokes, Chairman of Seven West Media for his commitment as our long-term 

broadcaster.  

 

Kerry and the AOC is more than a commercial relationship - it is a genuine partnership. 

 

A partnership we cherish and one which gave Australia the tonic we needed in the middle of the 

COVID pandemic. 

 

We value, respect, and thank Kerry. 

 

We also acknowledge Mrs Gina Reinhart’s support for so many of our athletes.  

 

Mrs Rinehart’s direct contribution yielded 20 medals in swimming, including nine gold, a further 

two gold and two bronze medals in rowing and a silver in beach volleyball.  

 

Mrs Rinehart also supported our synchronised swimming athletes. 

 

The AOC recognised Mrs Reinhart in 2014 with the Order of Merit. 

 

Thank you Mrs Rinehart for the invaluable and ongoing support, and to which I will refer again 

shortly. 

 

We also congratulate the record-breaking Australian Team at the Beijing 2022 Olympic Winter 

Games. 

  

The Team set new standards for all future Australian Winter Olympic teams with: 

 

• A record 4 medals including gold to Jakara Anthony and silvers to Scotty James and 

Jaclyn Narracott 

• A record 7 Top-5 finishes, and 9 Top-6 finishes 

• And a record-equalling 15 Top-10 finishes 

 

In total, more than 12 million tuned-in to watch the Games on Channel 7 and 7plus, and over 39 

million consumed Australian Olympic Team content around the world. 

 

This means the Winter Games were a triumph for our athletes, our partners, and our country.  
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The Athletes’ Commission 

 

Friends, the Tokyo Games also saw a changing of the guard with the AOC Athletes’ Commission 

electing five new members.  

 

We congratulate: 

 

• Rowie Webster - Water Polo; 

• Rachael Lynch – Hockey; 

• Cameron Girdlestone – Rowing;  

• Andrew Charter - Hockey; and 

• Alex Winwood - Boxing 

 

Alex is the first Indigenous member elected following this year’s changes to the AOC Constitution 

guaranteeing an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voice on the Athletes’ Commission – 

welcome Alex. 

 

Taliqua Clancy, beach volleyball silver medallist from Tokyo, has also now been appointed to the 

Athletes’ Commission as the second Indigenous voice. Congratulations Taliqua. 

 

I also thank the outgoing Committee members. 

 

Because of the leadership of Steve Hooker and Kim Brennan, there is now an Australian 

Olympians’ Oath, a stronger connection between the Athletes’ Commission and the AOC 

Indigenous Advisory Committee and great momentum on issues of gender equality. 

 

Thank you Steve, Kim, and your team. 

 

We also acknowledge James Tomkins. 

 

James supported Steve Hooker with the survey of Olympians regarding ‘attitudes to athletes 

expressing themselves’ at Olympic Games. 

 

And whilst his term expires on the IOC and AOC Athletes’ Commission and as an IOC Member he 

will not be lost to the AOC. Thank you James. 

 

I congratulate Scott Kneller and Cate Campbell on their election as Chair and Deputy Chair of the 

Athletes’ Commission in late 2021. 

 

And since Beijing, with Scott’s term ending, I congratulate Cate on her election as Chair and Kenny 

Wallace on his election as Deputy Chair.  

 

And also, gold medallist and triple Olympian Jess Fox, who was directly appointed in November to 

the IOC Athletes’ Commission by President Thomas Bach. 

 

I am reliably informed that Jess is already making a huge contribution. Congratulations Jess. 

 

With Jess and her colleagues, our athletes will again be well represented in current and future 

Olympics administration. 

 

I commend those who have served, who continue to serve, and who now have the opportunity to 

serve the athletes. 
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Brisbane 2032 

 

Friends, Australia also left Tokyo with the right to host an Olympic Games in Australia for the third 

time. 

 

The 10-year countdown to the Games of Brisbane begins on July 23 this year. 

 

As the Deputy Chair of the Olympic Candidature Leadership Group, I attest to the unprecedented 

level of cooperation between Federal, State, and Local Governments along with the AOC. 

 

I thank Prime Minister Scott Morrison who was Chair of the Group, the Premier of Queensland 

Annastacia Palaszczuk and Chair of the Council of Mayors of South-East Queensland, Adrian 

Schrinner. 

 

I also thank the then Chair of the Council of Mayors South-East Queensland, Graham Quirk for his 

vision back in 2015.  

 

Graham, your dream has been realised some six years later. 

 

The success of Brisbane 2032 depends on delivering the IOC’s Agenda 2020 + 5. 

 

It means the Brisbane Games must have: 

 

• Athletes at the centre. 

• Creating a lasting legacy for sport and community 

• A sustainable Games and a climate positive Games 

• A commitment to diversity and inclusiveness 

• Partnerships and good governance 

• Opportunities for First Nations’ Australians; and 

• Opportunities for our Oceania neighbours 

 

A big step in the right direction is the election of Bronte Barratt as the Olympic athlete 

representative on the Organising Committee for Brisbane.  

 

As is the finalisation of the Board of the Brisbane Organising Committee for the 2032 Olympic and 

Paralympic Games (OCOG). 

 

It is a Board with outstanding commercial expertise led by President Andrew Liveris AO.  

 

He is Chairman of Lucid Motors and Blackrock Long Term Private Capital.  

 

He is a former student of Brisbane State High School and The University of Queensland.  

 

Andrew is well known to the IOC as Chair of a former worldwide sponsor of the Olympic Games, 

and the IOC is well known to him. He adds tremendous value and international credibility.  

 

Andrew led Dow as a TOP (The Olympic Partner) sponsor of the IOC in 2010, becoming the 

Sustainability Partner to create the ‘Green Olympics’, with London 2012 being the first of its kind 

in minimising the impact of the Olympics on the environment.  
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Recycling technologies for building materials and water management were introduced, as well as 

designing and implementing carbon emissions and climate change strategies. 

 

Having Andrew as the President is a coup for the Brisbane Board. 

 

To support Andrew and represent the community and sports, there are Vice Presidents including: 

 

• The Honourable Annastacia Palaszczuk MP, Premier and Minister for the Olympics 

• Senator the Honourable Richard Colbeck, Federal Minister for Senior Australians and Aged 

Care Services and Minister for Sport 

• The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Brisbane, Councillor Adrian Schrinner, Brisbane 

City Council 

• Mr Jock O’Callaghan, President of Paralympics Australia; and 

• Myself as Vice President of the IOC 

 

And a Board of Directors with a great deal of organising and athletic experience. Listen to these 

names: 

 

• Bronte Barratt OAM OLY 

• Kurt Fearnley AO PLY 

• Patrick Johnson OLY 

• Natalie Cook OAM OLY 

• Tracy Stockwell OAM 

• Rob Scott OLY 

• Rebecca Frizelle OAM 

• Sarah Kelly OAM 

• Shelley Reys AO 

• Brett Clark 

• Robyn Smith 

• Matt Carroll AM 

• Ted O’Brien MP 

• The Honourable Steven Miles MP 

• Mayor Karen Williams 

 

We had our first meeting of the Board in Brisbane last Wednesday, and they are certainly an 

impressive lot. 

 

Friends, Brisbane is in excellent hands. Indeed, it is largely in athlete’s hands. What a Games it will 

be! 

 

 

To the finances of the AOC 

 

Friends, the AOC has recorded a surplus for the year of $0.7m.  

 

This is welcome and quite remarkable given how COVID-19 again impacted our finances. 

 

Significant unbudgeted costs were incurred to enable the Australian Olympic Team to travel safely 

to and from the Tokyo Games in compliance with safety protocols.  
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The major revenue upside came from the annual distributions from the Australian Olympic 

Foundation (“Foundation”) which were $8m higher than the prior year due to a bounce back in the 

economy and equity markets.  

 

As you will read from my Chair’s Report to yesterday’s meeting of the Foundation, for First 

Quarter 2022 net assets stood at $179.9 million as of 31 March 2022. 

 

Since its inception to 31 March 2022, the Foundation has distributed $145.6 million so the AOC 

could send Teams to the Olympic and other Games, run community programs, assist National 

Federations, and support athletes. 

 

This is a magnificent achievement and for which I commend the Foundation’s Investment Advisory 

Committee of: 

 

• John Hewson AM (Chair) 

• Paul Batchelor 

• Angus Douglas 

• Dr Helen Nugent AC 

• Matt Allen AM 

• Craig Carracher 

• Myself 

 

On this point I again express my thanks to, and admiration for, the Foundation’s Guardians.  

 

The Guardians are the Life Members of the Primary Beneficiary, the AOC. 

 

There are currently 12 Guardians:  

 

1. Geoffrey Henke AO 

2. Phillip Coles AM 

3. Kevan Gosper AO 

4. John Devitt AM 

5. Sir Donald Trescowthick AC KBE 

6. Peter Montgomery AM 

7. Michael Wenden AM MBE 

8. Helen Brownlee AM 

9. Ronald Harvey CVO AM 

10. Doug Donoghue AM 

11. Ian Chesterman AM; and 

12. Myself 

 

The Trust Deed was established with the AOC as the Primary Beneficiary and with No General 

Beneficiaries.  

 

This means the Foundation’s capital and ongoing distributions are secure and the AOC is able to 

fund its activities independent from Government and free of outside pressures of any kind. 

 

I again stress the fundamental importance of this financial structure:  it is crucial to the long-term 

wellbeing of the Australian Olympic movement. 

 

These Guardians remain on the wall and long may that be so. 
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We thank them for their continued diligence. 

 

Our commercial partners have stayed as strong as ever in trying times and we thank them.  

 

I wish to acknowledge Woolworths, Qantas, Mondelez (Cadbury) and ASICS, which have re-

signed since end 2021. 

 

Additionally, we welcome Hancock Prospecting and other companies in Mrs Rinehart’s group.  

 

Despite another challenging year, our balance sheet is strong with $6m in retained surpluses which 

will all be required to support ongoing operations in our current quad through to Paris 2024. 

 

It’s important to highlight in the 2021 financial statements that Government funding was received 

for specified programs and projects. 

 

Whilst this includes funding via our ongoing partnerships with various State Governments for 

Olympics Unleashed programs, the majority of this revenue includes three significant items. 

 

First, grants of $4.5m were received from the Queensland State Government to reimburse the AOC 

for costs incurred in the Brisbane 2032 candidature process.  

 

Second, $1.5m was received through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade to project 

manage the Pacific Olympic and Paralympic Partnership assisting to prepare athletes for Tokyo. 

 

Third, $2.1m was committed by the Federal Government to cover the cost of quarantining 

Australian Olympic Team members on their return from Tokyo. 

 

And so, friends, I can report to you, an AOC in continuing robust financial health and well prepared 

for the future. 

 

 

The passing of friends and legends 

 

On a sadder note, we have lost too many Olympic greats in the last 12 months. I have already 

shared this list of greats with you but wish to pay further tribute. 

 

John Konrads was a gold medal winner in the 1500 metres in Rome 1960 and setter of an incredible 

26 world records between 200 and 1500 metres.  

 

John devoted himself to the Olympic movement helping with Brisbane’s bid for the 1992 Games, 

Melbourne’s for 1996 and Sydney’s successful bid for 2000. 

 

John is eternally beloved and already missed. Rest well John Konrads. 

 

Another giant to leave us was the great swimming coach Harry Gallagher who mentored so many 

of our swimmers, including Dawn Fraser.  

 

From Melbourne 1965 to Mexico 1968, Harry had a lasting impact on Australian swimming. 

 

Rest in peace and thank you Harry. 
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We mourn the loss and celebrate the life of Dean Woods OAM. 

 

Dean had a remarkable Olympic record. 

 

As an 18-year-old, he won gold in the 4000 metres team pursuit at Los Angeles 1984. 

 

At the Seoul Olympics in 1988, he won a silver medal in the 4000-metre individual pursuit and a 

bronze in the team pursuit. 

 

Dean won another bronze medal in the Atlanta 1996 Games, also in the team pursuit. 

 

Dean has left us far too young. Australia remembers the great Dean Woods. 

 

The legendary John Landy has also recently passed. 

 

John led a golden era in Australian middle-distance running, shattering the Australian record in 

1952, breaking the world record in 1954 and featuring in two iconic and global sporting moments. 

 

John Landy was a pioneer - and his rivalry with Sir Roger Bannister, as the pair closed on the sub 

four-minute mark for the mile, captured not only Australia's imagination, but that of the world. 

 

It was a race for the ages and a rivalry bigger than anything sport had previously experienced. 

 

Their showdown at the Empire Games in Vancouver later that year was dubbed "The Miracle Mile" 

for good reason – Roger passing John in the final stages as John looked left and Roger surged to his 

right.  

 

But it was John's extraordinary act of sportsmanship when he stopped to assist injured rival Ron 

Clarke in 1956 at the Australian mile championship which speaks to the man he was. 

 

An act recognised in 1999 by the Sport Australia Hall of Fame as the Finest Sporting Moment of 

the 20th Century. 

 

So significant was this glorious act, that chasing the field down to actually win that race – a feat of 

unsurpassed athletic excellence – became a near afterthought.  

 

It was entirely fitting that he was selected to read the Athletes’ Oath at the Opening Ceremony of 

the Melbourne 1956 Olympic Games. 

 

Thank you John Landy – there has been no better Olympian. 

 

John and Lynne retired to Castlemaine in country Victoria - and as an immensely proud Victorian 

he would have been delighted about a 2026 Commonwealth Games taking place across regional 

Victoria, with all of the benefits this brings and as a launching pad for Brisbane 2032.  

 

Magnificent work Victoria and congratulations to Ben Houston and Craig Phillips for bringing this 

event to Australia. 

 

 

Conclusion and thank you 

 

Friends, in conclusion, serving the Olympic movement has given me high purpose. 
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I’ll continue with the Organising Committee for Brisbane and as an IOC Member, like Kevan 

Gosper and Phil Coles before, on the Executive of the AOC, until my IOC membership ceases with 

Paris 2024. 

 

Those who have helped me during 40 years at the AOC are too numerous to mention now.  

 

I’ll do my best at the President’s Dinner tonight.  

 

For now, I thank the Executive of the AOC for your support and wisdom. 

 

I thank Matt Carroll, senior management, and staff at the AOC – the undeniable team behind the 

team – you are magnificent. 

 

And I thank all of the Members of the AOC. 

 

In my 32 years as President, we’ve followed what has become known as the Bach mantra: ‘Change 

or be changed.’  

 

Moreover, I think we’ve evolved in the right way and that has helped us achieve a lot. 

 

• Winning with Sydney 2000 

• Creating the Australian Olympic Foundation for our financial security 

• Helping the Games proceed in Tokyo 

• Working with Brisbane for 2032 

• And unleashing Olympism in the community 

 

We have also assisted more Indigenous athletes than ever to represent Australia and pushed hard for 

the rise of women in sport and women’s sport. 

 

These are both terrific achievements but ongoing tests: as we lift the bar, we must keep jumping over it. 

 

Because our Australian Olympic team is one way in which Australia communicates to the world. 

 

Our Olympic team must always express that Australia is, or at the very least aspires to be, a 

peaceful, cohesive, and equal society where everyone gets their chance. 

 

The AOC will continue to achieve wonderful things, provided we mind the ‘true north’ on our 

decision-making compass: our independence.  

 

Independence from the politics of the day and the corrosion this can cause. 

 

It is our independent pursuit of Olympic ideals which makes it possible for us to do what we do – 

so well: 

 

To help Australians chase their dreams. 

 

Today, with a full heart, I thank you for giving me the chance to live mine. 

 

 

 

JOHN COATES AC 

30 April 2022 


